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EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF        May 2008 
THE RESURRECTION 
Dear Folks, 

  I was recently accused of not knowing/thinking that “Murphy’s Law” was a joke. [It is?] If you don’t know 
it, it goes something like this – “Anything that can possibly go wrong, will.” My two brothers – both PhD Chemical 

Engineers ‐ tell me that Murphy was an optimist. 

  My father was raised on a farm and farmers often worry that they are either going to get too much rain or 
too little, that markets are too low or, if they’re good, they will crash next year, etc. My own training as a pilot 

emphasized always being immediately prepared for a catastrophic failure/problem.  I flew one of the safest 
airplanes ever but the emergency procedures training was a constant. So, I am probably guilty. 

  The other day, I had gathered all the tools, topsoil, peat moss, etc., needed to begin the first flower bed in 

our bare yard. My nifty little tiller cranked and was chugging away but without much progress. So, I went to 
“manual” mode – got out the shovel and started turning over the dirt. After about two minutes, I hit something 

white and hard that I thought at first was leftover mortar . However, it turned out to be some sort of clay that is 
nearly impossible to break up. My timetable has been drastically altered.    

Interestingly, one of the Alban Institute booklets on the way things work and don’t work in parishes has 

some similar cautions. One of them is that church projects always take at least twice as long as they should. (No, I 
don’t know who defines that “should.”) It reminds me of the plaque I’ve seen on some office walls – “God grant 

me patience – RIGHT NOW!” 

Changes we want to see seem to take forever and those we don’t like seem to be “forced” on us 

overnight  without a chance for our input. Change seems like a dirty word to some and the Holy Grail for others. 
Even when a community has reached some agreement about things that need to be done, the progress is rarely 

smooth and the results are often not exactly what we thought they would be. 

Before any rumors get started, No, I don’t have a specific issue that’s behind this. It is not a clever way to 
introduce a big change. I’m not that subtle. What I am thinking about is how we treat one another as we work with 

that mix of what should be a joyful community working together – the ideal – and the reality of problems 
encountered along the way. Look at the Gospels and notice that Jesus brought perfect and good news and that he 

encountered resistance and setbacks both from enemies and from well meaning friends. It is one of the places 
where the difference between being a consumer of services  and a member of a community is greatest. A parish is 

an extended family – God’s own family. 

Peace be with you! 
Lee 



 
 

AROUND RESURRECTION 
 
In May, four presentations will occur in the Student Center from 9:15 am to 10:15 am.  On May 
4, Gynn Gray will discuss her mission with the boys she serves at her group home.  These young 
men were chosen by the church to assist at Christmas with the Angel Tree project.  Wanda 
Stallings, pastor of Trinity Mission, will present her vision for church cooperation and 
community reconciliation.  A discussion of contemplative prayer and its potential for spiritual 
growth will be the focus of Melinda MyersÕ presentation on May 18. The ECW and DOK of 
Resurrection are planning a workshop in the fall on contemplative prayer.  On May 25, Betsy 
Stark will discuss the history of Resurrection parish.  Her reminiscences are an important part of 
understanding the origin of the church in this community. 

  

March 1 marked the date you could start mailing your Camp Bratton-Green Applications.  
There is still room at some of the sessions.  Forms are in the Narthex and must be signed by Fr. 
Lee or Fr. Brian.  Some sessions fill up fast so donÕt delay!  Camper and Staff applications can 
also be found online at: http://graycenter.dioms.org/camp/index.html 
!

NEW  DOK CLASS TO BE INDUCTED 

A new class of Daughters of the King will be inducted on May 4th at the 10:30 service. Jo Lynn        
Bright , Arleen Clapp, Judy Eshee, Julia Heard, Lori Mitchell , Mikell Vance and Ruth Winter  have 
completed a 12-week course of study and preparation.  

The Daughters of the King, founded in 1885, is an order for women in the Episcopal Church dedicated to 
prayer and service--For Christ's Sake. Members undertake a Rule of Life, incorporating the Rule of 
Prayer and the Rule of Service. By reaffirmation of the promises made at Confirmation, a Daughter 
pledges herself to a lifelong program of prayer, service, and evangelism, dedicated to the spread of 
Christ's Kingdom and the strengthening of the spiritual life of her parish.  
Daughters are committed to prayer, study, and service. They assist with special needs in the parish and 
will sponsor "Quiet Days" for the benefit of spiritual growth. Recently they have undertaken the 
sponsorship and overseeing of  baptisms. They meet on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month.  
If there are any questions or for more information, call Gretchen Passons at 323-0445. 
  

The Motto of the Order 

                         I am but one, but I am one.  
        I cannot do everything; but I can do something.   
                      What I can do, I ought to do.   
        What I ought to do, by the grace of God I will do.  
                       Lord, what will you have me do? 
!
May 11 Pentecost is a traditional day for baptisms and on that day we will be baptizing Mary 
Abigail Riebau. 
 
DONÕT FORGET TO WEAR RED ON PENTECOST SUNDAY, MAY 11. 



POST PENTECOST PICNIC & POOL PARTY!!  Everyone is invited to meet out by the pool (or on 
the lawn or in the Parish Hall) Sunday, May 18 for our annual Pentecost Picnic and Pool Party.  WeÕll 
provide meat, drinks, and ice ~ you bring a covered dish and a lawn blanket or chair.  And, if you can 
coordinate the event or help with the event, please contact Holly Potts at 769-2346.   

 
THE SPRING INGATHERING  for the United Thank Offering  will be Sunday, May 25th.  Please 
pick up a blue box or a blue envelope in the narthex of the Church. Our offering will be added to the 
offerings of all the churches in the United States and used for work in areas which need it most.  Look for 
a letter to follow. 
 
SUNDAY  SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS 
"It's that time again! Recruiting anyone interested in being a part of the Children's Christian Education 
program for Fall 2008. We need Sunday School volunteers, especially anyone good at hands-on activities 
for children  pre-school age through junior high. Please contact Jamie Perry at 323-4681 or 617-1032.  
 
SERVANT MINISTRY ~ MayÕs food pantry and Safe Haven items are Beef Stew and Bath Soap or 
Body Wash. Please put donated items in the basket in the narthex or drop them by the church office.  
Thank you for taking part in this ministry! 
 
Those interested in attending next yearÕs Annual Council  of the Diocese as a delegate or alternate please 
contact Dwayne Myers at 323-6678 or Dewaynekmyers@bellsouth.net or Lee Winter at 323-3483 or 
rectorstarkville@bellsouth.net  
 
Altar Guild  training will be held Saturday, June 7 at 9:30 a.m. in the church.  Anyone who is 
interested in serving on Altar Guild is encouraged to attend this training.  If you are not sure about 
serving, you are welcome to come to find out what we do.  If you have questions, please call Marsha 
Williams at 323-2936. 

July 20 we will try another Blood Drive.  The April blood drive was cancelled due to lack of sign ups.  
Be sure to sign up if you intend to give so we will know how to plan! 
 
For sale:  2001 Ford Focus SE 
Cruise control, CD player, tilt steering, 
power locks, 81,000 miles, New battery,  
Oil changed 4/12/2008.   
Kelly Blue Book around $4800, asking $4500.   
Proceeds from this sale will go to the EYC. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Music Notes 
 
Summer hiatus  Reflecting over a full and joyful year,  the Choirs are looking forward to summer hiatus 
which will begin at the end of Pentecost Sunday, May 11. 
 
Summer Choir   Why would you want to sing in the Summer Choir? 
 -You would be giving the Adult and ChildrenÕs Choirs a blessed  rest. 
 -You would be supporting and nurturing the CongregationÕs Voice. 
 -You would be nurturing your own VoiceÉÉ  
 
No! Not that!   If you have even one reason for singing in the choir loft on a given Sunday, you can join 
in making Community who sing to praise their Maker.      
  

From The Living Church:     
 

Our music 
and our worship ought to point 

 
us toward a transcendent God . . . . 
God is . . . immanent:  God is near. 

 
So too must the words of the songs we sing be 

to our hearts and must we 
 

be to one another. 
Looking Back: 
 

ECW SPRING LUNCHEON 
 

The ECW held its annual Spring Salad 
Luncheon, Tuesday, April 15.  We had a 
wide variety of salads and all who attended 
enjoyed the fellowship.  Father Lee joined 
us for lunch and led us in prayer. 
 
A short business meeting was held and the 
members voted to reimburse Holly Potts  
 
 

 
 
 
and  Sykes Zimmerman for the table linens 
they purchased for the BishopÕs visit.  The 
members also unanimously voted to 
purchase additional table linens and kitchen 
towel sets.  Holly Potts will be asked to 
make these purchases. 
 
 A ÒpledgeÓ event will be set for the summer 
and fall.  Details to be announced.    
Nominations for new officers will be taken 
at the next meeting.

May Birthdays 
02 David Callahan          14 Thomas Coleman 
03 Cullom McCormick         14 Anna Potts 
04 Robert Phillips          17 Brenda Jackson 
05 Gretchen Passons         19 Craig Piper 
07 Nancy Christiansen        19 Guy Hargrove 
08 Benjamin Cayson        20 Rowena Kelley 
08 Kate Phelps         20 Dudley Phelps 
09 Mark Bullman         24 Alice Jones 
          27 Mary Sears 



Congratulations, Graduates!!! 
    Alli Noffsinger      Western Kentucky University 
    Larry Crowell      Vanderbilt University 
    Emily Quinn Shuster    Mississippi University for Women 
    Thomas Gregory Schuster  Mississippi State University 
    Rebecca Horton     Mississippi State University 
    Merry Barnes (December)  Mississippi State University 
    David Callahan      Mississippi State University 
    Jessica Hester      Mississippi State University 
    John Switzer      Starkville High School 
 
 

Coming Events and Important Dates 
 
May 04     Daughters of the King Induction 
May 11     Pentecost (Baptismal Feast) 
May 18      Post-Pentecost Picnic & Pool Party 
May 25      UTO Spring Ingathering 
June 07     Altar Guild Training 
July 20      Blood Drive 
 

 
Our prayers  
 are asked forÉ those with child, 
especially  Amanda Boyd Simmons, Jessica 
Callahan Nichols, Joanna Eshee, Paige Passons 
Simmons;  those those who suffer in body or 
spirit, especially Jeanne, Alana, Lorenzo, Edna, 
Don, Ophelia, Bridget Burdan, Chad Green, 
Marian, Murray Bullock, Hattie Shelley, Liam 
Livingston, Rozella, Teresa Phillips, Horace 
Boyer,  Mary Jean Wiltse, Prince Hollingshed, 
Robert Pilgrim, Tom Bell, Rod Geuder, Karen, 
Caroline Brady, Laura, June, Pat, Melinda Gwin, 
Hunter Maye, Beth, Behr  Champana, Rachel 
Bullman, Doris Holmes, Edward Colbert, Carla 
Gwen, Paula Warren,  Troy Pruett, Sally, Steve 
Carmichael, Cecil Coker, Dodds family, Miss 
Lurlene, Diane Holloway, Brenda, Magali 
Feliciano, Rhonda Bond, Lorene Martin, Kelsey 
Favrot, Jimmy Stevens, Mary Sears, Jerome 
Nettles, Palmer & Seth  Burks, Summer 
Elenberg, Marsha, Hugh  Alexander, Roger 
Gilliland, Polly Marek, Jack, Ellen Taylor, Mary 
Lee Beal, Dana, L. Gaines, Joe Edd Vickery, 
Luther Ford;  those who serve in the military, 
especially Steve, David, Chris, Fran, Rob 
Kennington, David McCaffree, Leslie Esher,  
 

 
 
Carl Makin, Will Mi tchell, Tommy McMinn, 
Tim Reid, Paul Lee;  and those in harmÕs way. 
 
Those who died: 
 
Ruth Herman, aunt of Marsha Williams.  
 

Rest eternal grant to her, O Lord; and let light 
perpetual shine on her. 

 

Vestry Notes 

The vestry of the Church of the Resurrection met 
April 21, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the Student Center. 
The Rev. Lee Winter opened the meeting with 
meditation and prayer. The March minutes were 
approved with corrections, and the March financial 
report was accepted. 

There were no action items. 

The Vestry retreat objectives were reopened for 
discussion. The Vestry has accepted the charge of 
prayerfully developing a plan for examining our 



goals for education and spiritual growth and the 
effectiveness of our facilities in supporting the 
programs of the church. After a brief review of 
purpose, members began brainstorming to determine 
the next best steps in faithfully approaching solutions 
to spiritual programming, functionality of our 
facilities, and the interrelated connections between 
those two things. Throughout all of the discussion, 
Vestry members remained mindful of their 
commitment to the importance of worship, pastoral 
care, and  Christian nurture for people of all ages and 
circumstances within and affected by our parish. 

Holly Potts and Clarissa Balbalion will chair a 
committee to look at functionality of space, and  
Kathy Dooley and Jamie Perry will chair a 
committee to look at developing a Christian 
formation approach to development and 
functionality. 

Member reports: Brian Ponder, Chaplain and 
Associate rector, reported that the Canterbury 
Advisory Council is seeking a partnership to develop 
a community garden on the north section of the 
church property adjacent to Hwy 182. The council 
hopes to develop a plan to work with Wayne 
Wilkerson, Associate Professor of Landscape 
Architecture at MSU,and others from the parish and 
larger community  on partnering for development of 
a community vegetable and flower garden, which 
hopes to be connected to the planned  community 
market. The Canterbury Advisory Council is asking 
for permission from Vestry to use  a small section of 
land to plant the garden. The Canterbury Òthank youÓ 
party for this yearÕs meal providers will be held on 
Wednesday, April 23 in the Canterbury Lodge. 
Senior recognition will be on Sunday, April 27. 
Canterbury has seven seniors who will be graduating 
from MSU this year. Also, Canterbury has scheduled 
a study break for Monday night, April 28. These 
events will conclude this semesterÕs scheduling for 
Canterbury. Holly Potts, Celebrations and 
Festivals, reported that Sunday, April 27 would be 
the day for the Bratton-Green Breakfast, Senior 
Recognition, and Sherry Van LandinghamÕs 
presentation of the Palm Sunday trip to the Holy 
Land. Jamie Perry, ChildrenÕs Christian 
Formation, is working on finding Christian Ed 

teachers for next fall and developing plans for 
Vacation Bible School for this summer. Martha 
McAlpin, Servant Ministry,  reported that Father 
Lee attended the April 16, 2008 Servant Ministry 
meeting. At this meeting, Lee presented his ideas on 
the importance of outreach and mission as 
opportunities to address physical needs and pastoral 
care for the giver and the recipient of outreach. 
Martha accepted this challenge as a new way to look 
at our outreach ministry and is currently discerning 
how to incorporate these ideas into our programming. 
Jim Jones, Parish Life, reported that the spring 
Wine and Cheese party is scheduled for Friday, April 
25. The schedule for May Seasonings has been set 
and will be in the May issue of Sunrise newsletter. 
Jim reported that feedback concerning Seasonings 
has been very positive. He inquired as to the interest 
for a summer Seasonings session and how best to 
handle that in light of summer schedules. Several 
possibilities were suggested. Jim reported that Claire 
Crawford is very willing to make a presentation on 
her trip to the Philippines with Operation Smile 
sometime this summer. Clarissa Balbalian, Junior 
Warden, has been meeting with two contractors 
regarding repair and painting. The repairs include 
low-maintenance replacement of some items and the 
much-anticipated squirrel proofing of the student 
center. Clarrisa announced that there will be a 
workday on April 26. The lawn-mowing schedule of 
volunteers is shaping up for the summer months. Pool 
maintenance schedule of volunteers is shaping up for 
the summer. James McCormick and appointed crew 
of volunteers will clean the pool in May, hopefully 
prior to the Postponed Pentecost Picnic and Pool 
Party event. Dolton McAlpin  has offered to 
coordinate schedules for pool cleaning volunteers for 
the summer. Kathy Dooley, Adult Christian 
Formation, reported that two more Christian 
Formation presentations are scheduled for May. 
Christian formation classes close out for the year the 
week after Pentecost, but volunteers are already 
being lined up for presentations in the fall. Daughters 
of the King will induct new members and new 
officers on May 4, 2008. 

We closed with the LordÕs Prayer and the meeting 
was adjourned at 8:35 p.m.

!
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Hosts: Adele and Curt Alford      Hosts: Martha and Dolton McAlpin 
Guests: Rae and Leonard Brandon    Guests: Melinda and Dwayne Myers 
  Jamie and Jay Perry        Ruth and Lee Winter 
  Brian Ponder          Sherry and David VanLandingham  
  Debbie Nettles 
 
Hosts:  Pennye and Jack Hollister    Hosts: Ellen and Walt Newsom 
Guests: Rachel and David Lewis      Guests: Lynn and Russell Gaines 
  Juawice and James McCormick      Rachel and Howard Bullman 
  Sykes and Paul Zimmerman      Phoenix and Taylor Adams 
 
 
Hosts: Holly and Les Potts      Host: Lois Connington  and Clarissa Balbalian 
Guests: Alice and Jim Jones      Guests: Glen Cook  
  Babs and Happy Deas        Mary Sears 
  Marie and Mike Cayson       Kathy and Steve Brandon 
              Nancy and David Christiansen 
   

The Hosts will need to get in touch with the guests about the date and the time as well as what you 

would like them to bring. These dinners are intended to be informal and simple so as not to require a lot 
of effort on the part of Host or the Guests. So, no need for the best China and silver. 

On occasion the Hosts may find it preferable to hold their dinner in the Student Center 
(schedule it with Jeanette) or go out to dinner if that is acceptable to everyone concerned.  

Several people have indicated that they really have been enjoying the Seasonings Dinner groups and 

they would like for them to continue through the summer. So, I will post a sign‐up sheet for Seasonings 
for June, July and August. If you want to participate please sign up for the summer. If enough people 
sign up we will happily get it organized. 

 
On the sign‐up sheet I will leave a space for you to indicate whether you would be will to host a dinner. I 
can tell you that it is much easier to put dinner groups together the more people agree to host. But if 

you do not want to host you do not have to and we will be glad to have you. It would be perfectly 
appropriate to host a dinner at a restaurant, host one in the Student Center, or, during the summer 
months, to host a picnic at the church swimming pool. 

 
The main purpose of these dinners is for more people in the parish to be able to get to know each other 
better. There seems to be know reason why we should stop doing this in the summer. For more 

information please contact Jim Jones at 324‐5756 or jamesjones1580@bellsouth.net. 


